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"All records pertaining to said inspections and examinations are to be kept in files not open to public inspection, and every reasonable effort shall be made to keep secret the identity of those affected by venereal disease control measures in so far as may be consistent with the protection of the public health."
In order that the inhabitants of the Islands might be informed fully as to the vital necessity of the campaign for the suppression of prostitution and the prevention of venereal diseases, a bulletin setting forth the history of these diseases was issued for circulation throughout the islands. It gave the following very interesting and somewhat romantic account of the great antiquity of the diseases:
"The menace of venereal disease is probably as old as the human race. Gonorrhea, perhaps the less destructive, was discovered as a distinct disease more than a century ago; and syphilis, which has been described under various names in the earliest written history of every quarter of the globe,5 as a malignant
B In contrast to this opinion, some of the highest authorities are convinced that syphilis was brought to Europe from